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The volunteers of the environment agency worked in 22 protected areas during the summer
2024 all around Iceland, in the National Park of Snzefellsjokull (more specifically in
Londrangar) and the Vatnajokull National Park (in Hljodaklettar, Jokulsargljufur, Jokulsarlén,
Skaftafell, Snaefell), in Myvatn, in the nature reserves of Dyrhdlaey, Fjallabak, Geitland, Grétta,
Gullfoss, Herdisarvik, Hélmanes and Vatnsfjérdur, in the protected landscapes of bjorsardalur
and Kerlingarfjoll, in the protected habitat of Andakill, in the natural monuments of Burfell,
Geysir, Skégafoss, Stérurd and in many other areas registered on the nature conservation
register of Iceland (Natturuminjaskra) such as Glymur, Heimaey, Hengifoss, Hjallanes,
Mulagljufur and Raudisandur.

The projects of the volunteers in nature protection and habitat restoration are diverse:

e Marking, maintaining and restoring natural trails by way marking, building steps and drains
with stones or wood.

o Restoring landscapes and ecosystems (closing unwanted paths, raking off road tracks
made by off road driving).

¢ Landscaping (restoring hiking trails in a way that they fit naturally in the landscape).

e Restoring vegetation for example where there were some unwanted paths

¢ Biodiversity: eradication of invasive species.

o Restoration of historical cairns (with the supervision of an expert from Minjastofnun, the
Cultural Heritage Agency of Iceland).

e Cleaning natural and untouched areas (Hornstrandir, Reykjanes).

e Assisting the staff of the protected areas (from which lessons are learned) for example by
assessing the conditions of natural hiking trails, counting guests in protected areas,
assisting the ranger in fauna / flora inventories.

e Diverse educational work or nature interpretation

¢ Presentation and training (volunteers with a lot of experience share and thus pass on their
knowledge to the new volunteers, e.g., in terms of team management).

This report is describing the volunteers’ work during the summer 2024. The chart below is
presenting the type of work the volunteers has been doing.
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during summer 2024

Location of the work done by the volunteers

LOCATIONS OF THE VOLUNTEERS‘ PROJECTS 2024
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Assessment/problem

Malarrif - Londrangar: Work was done on the hiking from Malarrif to Svalpufa. The problem is that the path can be wet, and the visitors
often get off the path.
Project e Steps made out of stone were repaired and added to the existing path between Svalpufu og Malarrifs.
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Assessment/problem

There is a lot of invasive species in the area that is spreading (lupine...).

Project
s,

e Lupine and cow parsley were trimmed and removed with roots, in collaboration with the Agriculture University of Iceland
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Assessmentlproblem A lot of lupines is spreading and needs to be cut.
. e Lupine was cut in Geitland.
Project e Drains and channels were built along the hiking trail in Hraunfossar.
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Raudisandur: Lupine is spreading in the area.

Assessmentlproblem Vatnsdalur: the hiking trail needs improvement by waymarking, moving vegetation to close wild trails, mowing, building steps and installing two
simple footbridges.
e Lupine was cut down and removed with roots in Raudisandur.
Project e Off-trails were closed off with landscaping.

e Small bridges were built and put in place to cross the river.
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Assessmentlproblem Lupine and cow parsley are spreading in the protected areas of Myvatn, the river Laxa and Sandvatn.
e Lupine was trimmed on the north bank of Sandvatn and in Geiteyjarstrond in Myvatn.
. e The hiking trail was repaired in Dimmuborgir and Vindbelgjarfjall.
Project e Some vegetation was transplanted in Kalfastrénd.

Lupine was cut by Godafoss.
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Invasive species (especially lupines) are spreading in the area, it is important to eradicate the patches that are present in the Hélmanes nature reserve

Assessment/ problem and that have developed in recent years.
. e Lupine was removed with the roots in the nature reserve.
Project e Some lupine and other invasive species plants were cut down or trimmed.
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Assessmentlproblem A lot of trash has accumulated on the shore.

e Beach cleaning in Stapavik.
project e Wooden bridges were built and installed.
e Small bridges and drains were built and installed on the hiking trails in Storurd.
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Skoégaheiodi: Work needs to be continued on the hiking path by closing off unwanted paths and repairing the path itself. Drainage and landscaping
Assessment/problem around the new path on Skogaheidi are needed.
¢ A new fence was installed along the path to avoid the visitors to go off the path.
Project o Seeds were sowed in the most damaged areas.
¢ Some vegetation was used from donor sites to repair the most damaged areas.
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Assessmentlproblem The hiking trail needs to be widened to improve the safety of the visitors.
. o Some stone steps were built by the existing steps to widen the path. The 2 teams that worked on the trail succeeded in making a wider and
PI'OjeCt safer path from Laey to Haey.
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Assessmentlproblem Repairs need to be made on the path in Laugarfell, especially new drains.
. e Drains were built on the path to Gullfoss in several places.
Project e Lupine was trimmed.
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feeland

Assessment/problem

Project

The protected area needs a lot of repairs and to be restored

Large drains were built by the waterfall Haifoss.

in several areas.

e Repairs on the footpaths.

i e
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leeland

Maintenance of footpaths and other infrastructure needed in Landmannahellir, Raudufossar, Stutur, Laugahraun, etc. there is also a need for

Assessmentlproblem painting of posts on Laugavegur.
e Work was carried out on repairs and restoration of an old footpath on the slopes of Sudéurnam. Due to the weather, work was done for one
. day, but the results of that day's work were excellent. The first step was taken to close a long and large erosion in the mountainside.
PI'OjeCt e The erosion was filled with rocks and soil, a drain was made to drain water away from the path.

e A ford over a hot stream was repaired at the beginning of the footpath up to Laugahraun.
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Assessment/problem

Steps need to be repaired in Hveradalir.

Proct

o Wooden steps in Kerlingarfjoll that needed maintenance were repaired - wooden boxes were built.

=
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Assessmentlproblem Archaeological sites are being damaged up in the crater due to the traffic. Stray paths scattered around the area. Waymarking must be added on a
new path.
Project e Lupine was removed with the roots.

¢ Self-seeded pine trees were removed with the roots.
e Poles and ropes were installed to close unwanted paths.
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Assessment/problem

Large nature reserve, important bird area. Herdisarvik always has a lot of trash by the shore. Some invasive species are spreading in the area.

e Lupine was removed with the roots.

Project
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Assessment/problem

Angelica and cow parsley are expanding in the nature reserve and need to be removed.

Project

e Angelica and cow parsley were removed with roots.

Report of the volunteers’ projects 2024

16



Islande

T
'-u,:.m-r.l.:u_;rn

Huge number of visitors every day. Great need for reinforcements to be able to carry out important nature conservation projects to prevent damage and

Assessment/problem control traffic.
e The hiking trails were way marked.
. o The unwanted paths were closed.
Project e A fence was placed along the trail.

¢ Many poles were taken down in accordance to the head ranger’s intructions.

——
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Assessment/problem

There is a high pressure on the land and a risk of damage to nature and vegetation.

Project e Boardwalks were built and installed.
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The most frequented hiking trail in Skaftafell is the path leading to Svartifoss. An estimated 39,000 visitors hiked to Svartifoss in August 2023.

Assessment/problem Traffic/lencroachment is causing damage to the trail that requires maintenance. Weather conditions have increased the stress on the trail.
. o Wooden steps were built on the way to Svartifoss.
Project e Several steps were also built on the path leading to the glacier outlet of Skaftafellsjokull.
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Vegetation erosion near a trail that has been repaired, but erosion and damage still exist along the trail. Old off-road driving and worn-out trails. Trails
Assessment/problem need to be marked.
o A wet area was repaired on the ascent of Snaefell.
Project ¢ A hiking trail was marked from bjofagilsa to Sétavistur.
o Off-road driving in Vatnsdalur and several jeep trails in the area were repaired, for example the trail towards Vestari-Saudahnjuk.
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Iceland

Assessment/problem

The Fosshvammur ring road has become impassable due to flooding and mudslides. Part of the path needs to be changed by adding steps. It is also
necessary to find ways to drain the area better.

Project

e Several drains were built on the path.
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Assessment/problem

Part of the path gets submerged in water if it rains a lot and then this hiking trail has to be closed. For this path, the work is to create a rock bed that
raises this part of the path and then lay a layer of gravel on top.

Project

e Several drains were built on the path.
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Assessmentlproblem A very popular area that needs maintenance, drains, steps and landscaping to close off the unwanted paths.
] e Several drains were built from stone and timber.
Project e Unwanted paths were closed.
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Assessment/problem

Drainage on the trail and paths need to be repaired where there has been a lot of drainage.

Project

o Footpaths were repaired.

e
iz
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The trail up to Glymur waterfall is long and demanding and yet very popular. Maintenance of the trail is necessary. New steps are needed in several
Assessmentlproblem places. Some unwanted paths need to be closed with ropes and poles. Markings to protect nature and ensure safety. The goal is to continue this work
with an emphasis on safety and nature conservation.

e Several drains and steps were built on the path.
Project e Unwanted paths were closed.
¢ Signs put up and guiding tapes.
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There is a need for footpath maintenance and building at Eldfell and Hamarinn, land conservation and cutting down the lupine on Eldfellshraun and the
Assessment/problem old lava field.
. e Several wooden steps were built on the path.
PrOjeCt e The lupine was cut down.
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